
tion of the nucleus has also been noted by Gabbi12 in ex¬

perimental urine intoxication. Daddi13 describes ero¬

sion and loss of sharp contour of the nucleus in experi¬
mentally induced insomnia, but he describes similar
changes in chronic cocain poisoning14. The total dis¬
appearance of the nucleus has been noted by Montali15,
who produced death in animals by rapid mechanical
asphyxiation. It can be noticed that none of these le¬
sions are characteristic of any special pathologic con¬

dition.
The great amount of experimental investigation—

only a small portion has been mentioned—which has
been and is given to this field of pathologic histology
paves the way for a more comprehensive view of the le¬
sions of human nerve-cells. The great difficulty in
the way of conclusive results from the study of human
material lies in the delicacy of the technic, which re¬

quires absolutely fresh material to begin with; in the
second place the relatively simple conditions of the ex¬

periment are rarely met with in human pathology.
Mixed infections and mixed intoxications complicate
matters, and lesions discovered in the nerve-cells are

consequently hard to interpret correctly. And the dif¬
ficulties of pure morphologic studies foreshadow the still
greater and inherent difficulties of investigation into
the mechanics and the chemistry of nervous structures.

AN ADVANCE IN PSYCHO-PATHOLOGIC STUDY.

It has passed into a proverb, that any one studying
the science of medicine, as presented in any one phase
of disease, must collect all the collateral knowledge pos-
sible in allied sciences, in order to view his own subject
in a sound light. To a lack of this plan is due much
of the immature and faulty conclusions of some clini-
cians who specialize in medicine. Probably the class
of physicians engaged in the care and treatment of the
insane have been much less open to this criticism than
many other workers: which is due in no small part to
the natural conservatism of their work. However, this
tendency should not stand in the way of real progress,
as it seems to be in danger of doing at present, in this
country. A special plea against this possibility has re-

cently been made by Dr. Van Gieson, Director of the
New York State Pathological Institute, calling atten-
tion to the necessity of correlating the sciences in the
study of psychiatry. Although the work of the Insti¬
tute has been most praiseworthy, yet such a laboratory
establishment should have closer connection with, and
be an integral part of, a hospital for the acute psychoses,
in order that careful clinical work may go hand in hand
with psycho-pathology. 'The addition of bedside study
to laboratory investigation of mental diseases, is essen¬

tial to form a proper judgment and equipoise to neuro-

pathologic research.
12 Rif. Med., 1898, ii.
13 Riv. di patol mentale e nervosa, 1898.
14 La clin. moderna, 1898.
15 Riv. di med. legale, 1898.

It must be admitted that psychiatry on its clinical
' side has not as yet received much aid from patho-
anatomical study. We should investigate mental dis¬
eases by psycho-physical methods, as is so worthily
represented by the psychologic school of Wundt, and
put in practice in Kraepelin's clinic.

Observations on the chronic insane, especially in
dementia cases, are unreliable and almost impossible
of accurate record, therefore a clinic on mental diseases,
in conjunction with a pathologic laboratory, should be
on selected cases of acute psychoses, such as mild de¬
liriums and hallucinatory states, and the so-called sub¬
conscious automatic conditions seen in the epilepsies;
along such psychologic lines of work, psychiatric study
ought to yield just as practical results as have been
already obtained in neuro-pathology.
A short description of the psychiatric clinic at Gies-

sen is given by Dr. Peterson1, but the general principle
on this research work at Giessen is detailed at careful
length by the director of the clinic, Dr. Sommer2. In¬
structive and methodic lines of sensori-motor examina¬
tions are outlined. Although the necessary apparatus,
on account of its expense and because of the time neces¬

sary for pursuing the work, would render it imprac¬
ticable in all asylums in this country; yet it could be
easily established in the larger cities, where it would be
of great value for clinical instruction in medical schools.
For instance, a stereoscopic cinematographic presenta¬
tion of the convulsive phenomena of epilepsy, would be
of the greatest value. It appears that such speculative
opportunities in clinical teaching are in a fair way of
realization soon, according to Dr. Sommer. These clin¬
ical representations, coupled with the use of the phono¬
graph in the work, will place us but a short step from
a new era in clinical instruction in psychiatry. From
the very nature of the disease, exhibition of insane pa¬
tients in clinics has always been inconvenient and un¬

satisfactory.
Dr. Sommer has already been able to place psycho-

physical methods on the insane beyond the pioneer stage.
He makes many helpful and practical suggestions in
his treatise, for those contemplating studies of this
kind on the insane, and presents many written and
pictorial illustrations of his studies.
Finally, the proceedings of a congress, where mem¬

bers have worked along harmonious lines by psycho-
physical methods in mental diseases, as has been sug¬
gested, will be an inspiration to all interested in the
advance of such research.

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF PUPILS.

The unusual number of cases of scarlet fever, diph-
theria and other contagious diseases in this city\p=m-\and
these evidently increasing\p=m-\makeit probable that the
Board of Education of Chicago will adopt the proposal
of Dr. Christopher for the employment of fifty medical

1 Journal of Nervous and Mental Diseases, October, p. 654.
2 Lehrbuch der Psycopathologischen Untersuchungs Methoden.
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